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25 August 2017
Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome back to our new school session.  I hope you have enjoyed a lovely summer with your families.  This session has started on a very positive note.   Many of our senior pupils have excelled in their exams and almost all school leavers are now in a range of apprenticeships, employment or are preparing to start their college or university courses.  

On Tuesday 22 August the term began with a whole school assembly where our new Head and Depute Head Prefects and Principal Teachers of Guidance delivered inspirational messages to our pupils.  We also welcomed our S1 pupils who have settled quickly into school life at Alford Academy, finding their way about and working well in classes.  A big ‘well done’ to each of them and thanks to all pupils and staff who have helped them throughout the week.

I am delighted to share that we have recruited staff to almost all our vacancies and welcome to our team:- 

Miss F Murray


Principal Teacher (Additional Support for Learners)

Mrs K Henderson-Young

Teacher of History

Mr D McCance


Teacher of Art

Mrs G Mathewson


Teacher of Mathematics

Mrs J Munro



Teacher of Additional Support for Learners

Miss Ann Saunders


Teacher of Art

Miss A Shearer


Teacher of PE

Miss R Strachan


Teacher of Geography


Mr D Wood



Teacher of Physics

We congratulate Mrs F Talbot, Principal Teacher of Guidance (Forbes House) who will take up the post of Principal Teacher (Achievement) one day per week. She will be supporting development of our school improvement priorities as per the national ‘Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce’ agenda.   We also congratulate Mrs D Gerrie, who will be Acting Principal Teacher of Guidance for Forbes on Mondays. 
In June, we wrote to parents introducing the “Big Conversation”. This is an Aberdeenshire Education and Children's Services wide engagement exercise to undertake a series of conversations with parents of children and young people to identify what you feel makes a good partnership. This will then inform the development of an Aberdeenshire Parents’ Charter to make clear how we work together for our children, schools and communities. As part of this exercise, Aberdeenshire Council are conducting a short online survey which can be accessed via this link Big Conversation – we very much welcome your views so I would encourage parents to participate in this survey.  
On the following page, please find the dates of key events taking place this term and the term dates calendar for session 2017-18. 
We are going through a period of change.  This session, teachers are working through changes to National courses and we continue to move forward in our transition to a 3-18 school. 
With your ongoing support, I look forward to this being another very successful session where we acknowledge and celebrate the many achievements of our youngsters. I wish you and your families all the very best for the year ahead.

Yours sincerely 
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Moira Milne
Head Teacher
Key Dates This Term
Monday 4 September 2017 
– Tempest Photographer in school 

Thursday 21 September 2017 
– Sponsored Walk (reserve date 28/9/17)

Wednesday 4 October 2017 
– S1 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 11 October 2017 
– Alford Academy Careers Evening 6 to 8 pm. All pupils and parents welcome. Further information will follow, but if any parents would like to take a stand at the event to promote their business and/or provide advice on careers within their field, please contact Caroline McIver for more information (caroline.mciver@aberdeenshire.gov.uk)
Term Dates Session 2017/18

	Monday 21 August 2017                     


	In-Service Day – school closed to pupils

	Tuesday 22 August 2017                    


	Start of Term 1 (pupils)

	Friday 13 October 2017
     



	End of Term 1 (pupils)

	16-27 October 2017                           


	October holidays

	Monday 30 October 2017                 


	Start of Term 2 (pupils)

	13-14 November 2017                 


	In-Service Days – school closed to pupils

	Friday 22 December 2017         


	End of Term 2

	25 Dec 2017-5 January 2018


	Christmas holidays

	Monday 8 January 2018                   


	Start of Term 3

	Friday 9 February 2018                     


	Occasional Day  – school closed to pupils

	Monday 12 February 2018                 


	Mid Term holiday

	13-14 February 2018          


	In-Service Days – school closed to pupils

	Thursday 29 March 2018


	End of Term 3

	30 Mar-13 April 2018                                    


	Easter holidays

	Monday 16 April 2018                   


	Start of Term 4

	Monday 7 May 2018                         


	May Day holiday – school closed

	Monday 4 June 2018                          


	Occasional Day – school closed to pupils

	Friday 6 July 2018                            


	End of Term 4

	9 July-17 August 2018                  

	Summer holidays
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