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Dear Parent/Carer

I am writing to update you on our first few weeks back at school. It has been a busy start to the term with a number of school trips and activities taking place and a large number of clubs and activities starting up. These will be publicised to all pupils, but particularly our new S1 pupils, at our Fresher’s Fayre organised by the Student Council on Thursday 22 September in the Theatre at lunchtime. We encourage all pupils to take part in what’s on offer. 

 Recently we asked parents/carers through a survey, about their views on residential school trips and activities days. The response of parents/carers has been very positive and over the next few weeks we will communicate to parents regarding Activities Days for our S1-S3 pupils in late May 2023 and also regarding opportunities for other trips for our pupils.

 Our new and expanded Prefect Team which now includes S4 pupils as well as S5/6 have met together to agree rotas and are starting to make a real impact across the school, supporting their peers and younger pupils. Our House and Vice House Captains have also made an exciting start to the Interhouse Challenges. 

 We recently had a visit from Aberdeenshire Council senior officers, who along with the senior leadership team, visited classrooms and faculties to look at the learning. We were so impressed by the different approaches to learning across the school and the enthusiasm and hard work of our young people. 

 Last week we also had the school photographer in school. It was fantastic to see so many pupils in school uniform, this is an area that we are continuing to work on and it is very encouraging to see the improved uptake of uniform across all year groups. Thank you for your continuing support with this.

In relation to the photographs, Pixel 8 have notified us of an issue with a software update and have provided the following information which should help any parents that have had difficulties accessing photos: 

Due to a software update problem at the weekend Alford Academy Proof cards from Pixel8 Photography did not work. If you would like to view your child’s image and have the opportunity to purchase photographs please follow the instructions below. If you visit www.imagepartner.co.uk use all lowercase for your reference and password and add an a to the beginning of your reference number all should work.  Your QR code unfortunately, will not work in this instance.
We have also invited the parents of S2 and S3 pupils into school over the next four Tuesday mornings starting on 20/9/2022, to meet key staff, have a tour of the building and to see displays of pupil work. We are really looking forward to welcoming parents and carers to our campus, particularly those who may be visiting for the first time. 

Finally, please find below a note of Term Dates and other Key Dates throughout this session.

Angela M Wotherspoon

Head Teacher

2022/23 school term
Term 1
· 22nd August 2022 - in-service day (school closed to pupils)
· 23rd August 2022 - start of term 1
· Monday 19 September 2022 - In recognition of  Her Majesty’s State Funeral and the end of national mourning, all Council buildings including Schools, Early Years settings and Community Campuses will be closed
· 14th October 2022 - end of term 1
· 17th to 28th October 2022 - October holiday
Term 2
· 31st October 2022 - start of term 2
· 17th and 18th November 2022 - in-service days (school closed to pupils)
· 22nd December 2022 - end of term 2
· 23rd December 2022 to 6th January 2023 - Christmas holiday (NB Friday 23 December is an occasional day holiday for the Alford Cluster)
Term 3
· 9th January 2023 - start of term 3
· 10h February 2023 – occasional day holiday for Alford Cluster  (school closed to staff and pupils)
· 13th February 2023 - mid term holiday (school closed to staff and pupils)
· 14th and 15th February 2023 - in-service days (school closed to pupils)
· 31st March 2023 - end of term 3
· 3rd to 14th April 2023 - spring holiday
Term 4
· 17th April 2023 - start of term 4
· 1st May 2023 - May Day holiday (school closed to staff and pupils)
· 5th June 2023 – occasional day holiday for Alford Cluster  (school closed to staff and pupils)
· 7th July 2023 - end of term 4
· 10th July to 18th August 2023 - summer holiday
Key Dates:
Term 1
Tuesday 20 September: Parent Council Annual General Meeting 19:00-21:00
Tuesday 20 September: S2/S3 Parents’ Open Event 09:30-10:45
Tuesday 27 September: S2/S3 Parents’ Open Event 09:30-10:45
Tuesday 4 October: S2/S3 Parents’ Open Event 09:30-10:45
Early October: S4 S5 and S6 Tracking and Monitoring Reports issued to Parents. 
Week commencing 10 October: Flu vaccinations for S1-S6 Pupils. Information letters and consent forms issued to all pupils week commencing 29 August. 
Tuesday 11 October: S2/S3 Parents’ Open Event 09:30-10:45
Wednesday 12 October: S1 Parents’ Open Evening
 Term 2
Early November: S2 Tracking and Monitoring Reports issued to Parents
Wednesday 16 November: Parent Council Meeting 19:00-21:00
Late November: S3 Full Reports issued to Parents
Thursday 8 December: Christmas Concert
Mid December: S4, S5, S6 Full Reports issued to Parents
Monday 19 December: S1-S3 Christmas Dance
Tuesday 20 December: S4-S6 Christmas Dance
Term 3
Early January: S1 Tracking and Monitoring Reports issued to Parents
Thursday 12 January to Friday 27 January inclusive: S4, S5, S6 Prelim assessment diet
Monday 16 January: Parent Council Meeting 19:00-21:00
Wednesday 8 February: Course Choice Evening for S3/S4/S5 pupils going into S4/S5/S6
Mid February: Prelim marks issued to Parents (S4-S6)
Thursday 16 February: S4 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 22 February: S5/6 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 28 February: S3 Parents’ Evening
Monday 6 March: Course choice evening for S2 pupils going into S3
Week commencing 13 March: Pupil vaccination programme
Monday 13 March: S2 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 14 March: Parent Council Meeting 19:00-21:00
Term 4
Monday 24 April to Wednesday 31 May inclusive: SQA Exam Diet
Early May: S2 Full Reports issued to Parents
Wednesday 10 May: Parent Council Meeting 19:00-21:00
Mid May: S3 Tracking and Monitoring Reports issued to Parents
Week commencing 22 May: Scottish residential Activity Trip S1-S3
Wednesday 24 May to Friday 26 May inclusive: S1-S3 Activities Programme
Early June: S1 Full Reports Issued to Parents
Early June: Timetable change and induction for new S5/6 Pupils 
Week commencing Monday 12 June: P7 Link Week
Wednesday 14 June: P7 Parents’ Evening 18:00 and Parent Council Meeting 19:00-21:00
Week commencing Monday 19 June: Sports Day
Tuesday 27 June: Awards Ceremony S1-S3
Wednesday 28 June: Awards Ceremony S4-S6
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